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Western Australian Statistical Indicators (1367.5) provides a compendium of statistical 
information about Western Australia. It integrates a wide range of data from ABS and other 
sources and facilitates easy one-stop access for those seeking to understand the social and 
economic characteristics of Western Australia and changes over time. 


The publication is designed to assist research and informed decision-making across a 
diverse range of interests. In particular, 


e each chapter provides for general readership with an easy to interpret overview 
of a particular social or economic topic; 

e linked spreadsheets provide detailed time-series data to assist with undertaking 
more in-depth statistical analyses; and 

e the feature article provides a more extensive analysis of a current topic of wide 
interest. 


CHANGES IN THIS ISSUE 


This issue has several new features including: 


= New topics in the Population and Social Trends chapter: Demographic Indicators, 
Recorded Crime - Victims, and Education and Training, as well as the previous topics, 
Population Growth and Causes of Death. This chapter contains the latest data and will 
be updated as new data become available. 

= New topic in the Construction chapter on the Value of Building Work Done . 

= Links to more Excel spreadsheets on the ABS website, including an expanded 
Statistical Summary spreadsheet with social as well as economic indicators. 

» A feature article providing an overview of the Pilbara region and covering a range of 
topics from the Spotlight on the Pilbara. 


The statistics provided in this issue are the latest available as at 13 October 2009. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES 
Explanatory Notes of the form found in other ABS publications are not included in Western 


Australian Statistical Indicators. Readers are directed to the Explanatory Notes contained 
in related ABS publications. 


REVISIONS 


Data contained in this publication are subject to revision as more complete and accurate 
information becomes available. 


INQUIRIES 


For further information about these and related statistics, contact the National Information 
and Referral Service on 1300 135 070 or Sue Lee on Perth (08) 9360 5111. 
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About this Release 


Contains the most recent statistics for Western Australia including population and social 
trends; employment and earnings; state accounts; prices; consumption; international 
merchandise trade; investment and finance; construction; mining and energy; and tourism. 
Additional data are included in the related time-series spreadsheets. This quarterly release 
describes recent movements in key state data and features analytical articles on aspects of 
Western Australia's economy and society. 
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ecdl STATISTICAL SUMMARY 


This section contains the following subsection : 


Western Australia statistical summary 


Previous Page Next Page 


Western Australia statistical summary 


Contents >> Statistical summary >> Western Australia statistical summary 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA STATISTICAL SUMMARY 


Population and Social Trends 


= By 31 March 2009, Western Australia's estimated resident population had exceeded 
2.22 million. The quarterly population growth of 0.9% was the highest of all Australian 
states and territories. 

= In 2008, the number of crime victims recorded by Western Australia Police decreased 
from the previous year for sexual assault, robbery, assault, homicide and related 
offences, kidnapping/abduction, and blackmail/extortion but increased for motor 
vehicle theft, other theft and unlawful entry with intent. 

= In 2008, just over a half (52%) of all 15-24 year olds in Western Australia were 
participating in education. This was the lowest rate of all states and territories and 
below the national participation rate for this age group (59%). However, apparent 
retention rates for full-time school students from Year 7/8 to Year 12 increased for both 
males and females between 2007 and 2008. 

= From 2006 to 2007, the number of students in Western Australia attending a 
Vocational Education and Training institution increased by 3.7%, to 142,300 and the 
number of higher education students rose by 5.3% to 106,200. In the five years to 
2006, the proportion of overseas students attending higher education institutions in the 
state has doubled (from 15% to 30%). 

= In the ten years to 2008, the median age at first marriage in Western Australia 
increased to 29.9 years for males and 27.8 years for females. 

» Since 2002, the total fertility rate (TFR) has trended upwards from 1.7 to 2.0 babies 
per woman. This increase is the result of higher fertility among women aged 30 years 
and over. 

» The most recent statistics on causes of death indicate that the main causes were 
cancer (malignant neoplasms), ischaemic heart disease and stroke, which together 
accounted for more than half (54%) of all deaths in Western Australia in 2007. 


Employment and Earnings 


= In seasonally adjusted terms, Western Australia's unemployment rate increased to 
5.8% in September 2009, up from 5.4% in August. In trend terms, the September 
figure of 5.7% is the highest unemployment rate for Western Australia since January 
2004. 

= In the August quarter 2009, job losses occurred in the Retail trade and Public 
administration and safety industries while Accommodation and food services; 
Education and training; and the Construction industries all experienced employment 
growth. Over the same period, the average number of hours worked by Western 
Australian employees decreased by one hour to 33.5 hours per week. 

= In the May quarter 2009, the average weekly total earnings for all employees 
increased by 1.5% to $1052.20 (trend). 


State Accounts 


= In seasonally adjusted terms, Western Australia's state final demand in the June 
quarter 2009 increased by 1.6% to $35.6 billion. 
= In trend terms, state final demand fell by 0.1% over the same period. 


Prices 


» After two quarters of negative growth, Perth's Consumer Price Index (CPI) increased 
by 0.8% in the June quarter 2009. Clothing and footwear (7%) was the most significant 
contributor to this increase after a substantial decrease (-5.4%) in March 2009. Within 
this group, men's clothing, men's outerwear and accessories all rose between 11% 
and 13%. 

After five consecutive quarters of decrease, the established homes index for Western 
Australia increased by 2.7% in the June quarter 2009. The project homes index 
showed a very slight increase of 0.1%. 

In the June quarter 2009, the Wage Price Index (WPI) for Western Australia increased 
by 0.5% from the previous quarter, with Government administration and defence 
showing the largest increase (1.8%). In the year to June 2009, the Western Australian 
WPI increased by 4.6%. 


Consumption 


= In seasonally adjusted terms, monthly retail turnover in Western Australia increased by 
0.4% in August 2009 after small decreases in June and July. 

= Sales of new motor vehicles increased slightly (0.6%) in seasonally adjusted terms in 
the month of August 2009. However, the August figure was still 17% lower than the 
corresponding figure for August 2008. 


International merchandise trade 


= In the June quarter 2009, Western Australia's trade surplus was $11.1 billion, 8% 
lower than the surplus in the June quarter 2008. 

= China has continued to be the state's main export destination, receiving goods from 
Western Australia to the value of $6.6 billion in the June quarter 2009. This was $918 
million higher than in the same quarter of the previous year. 

= The value of exports to Japan, the second major export destination, again fell in the 
June quarter 2009, having dropped by $1.2 billion from the June quarter. Over the 
year, the value of exports to India rose by 48% to $2.2 billion. 

= Inthe June quarter 2009, Western Australia received its largest value of imports from 
the United States of America ($790 million), followed by Thailand ($630 million) and 
Japan ($592 million). 


Investment and finance 


» Western Australia's private new capital expenditure, in seasonally adjusted chain 
volume terms, was $7.3 billion in the June quarter 2009, up 6.5% from the March 
quarter 2009. Investments increased in buildings and structures, accounting for $5.3 


billion of this new expenditure. 

# In July 2009, the number of dwellings financed (trend) continued to steadily rise, 
exceeding 7,500 for the first time since February 2008. The number of dwellings 
financed (trend) was 0.7% higher than in June 2009 and 19.5% higher than in July 
2008. 


Construction 


=» The number of residential building approvals (1,804) rose by 1.3%, in seasonally 
adjusted terms, for the month of August 2009. This followed several months of 
volatility, with the lowest seasonally adjusted figure (1,280) recorded in November 
2008. In trend terms, the number of building approvals increased in August 2009 for 
the seventh consecutive month. 

=» The number of dwellings commenced in the March quarter 2009 was 10% lower than 
in the same quarter of the previous year. Over this period there was an increase in 
new house commencements (up 1.6%) while commencements of other residential 
buildings decreased considerably (down 46%). 


Mining and energy 


= In seasonally adjusted terms, total expenditure on mineral exploration fell by 3.6% in 
the June quarter 2009, following a much larger decrease in the previous quarter. 

= In the June quarter 2009, the quantity of iron ore produced increased significantly both 
in comparison with the previous quarter and with the same quarter of the previous year 
(up 24% and 12% in original terms). 


Tourism 


=» The June quarter 2009 saw a 17% increase in the number of overseas visitors 
compared with the same quarter of the previous year. The largest increases in terms 
of visitor numbers were from Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong and Indonesia. 

= The top five countries of origin in the June quarter 2009 were the United Kingdom; 
Singapore; Malaysia; Japan and New Zealand. 

= The top destinations for Western Australians travelling abroad on holiday in the June 
quarter 2009 were Indonesia (31%), Thailand (12%), Singapore and Malaysia (both 
over 7%). New Zealand was also a popular destination with over 6% of overseas 
departures. 


To view excel spreadsheet: Statistical Summary (Economic), Statistical Summary (Social) 
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Population and social trends 


Contents >> Population and social trends 


Ri POPULATION AND SOCIAL TRENDS 


This section contains the following subsection : 
Population growth 
Demographic indicators 
Causes of death 
Education and training 
Crime and justice 
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Population growth 


Contents >> Population and social trends >> Population growth 


POPULATION GROWTH 


The preliminary estimated resident population for Western Australia was 2.2 million as 
at 31 March 2009, an increase of 0.9% from December 2008. 

Western Australia's quarterly population growth was the highest of all states and 
territories, followed closely by Victoria and Queensland (both up 0.7%). Nationally, the 
population grew 0.6% to 21.8 million persons. 

For the 12 months ending 31 March 2009, Western Australia recorded the largest 
percentage gain (3.1%), ahead of Queensland (2.6%), Northern Territory (2.2%) and 
Victoria (2.1%). 

In March quarter 2009, Western Australia recorded 7,600 births and 3,000 deaths, a 
natural increase of 4,600 persons. 


1 Estimated Resident Population and Natural Increase 


ERP(a) Natural Increase 

Total Births Deaths Net increase(b) 

Reference period ‘000 ‘000 ‘000 ‘000 
2008 

March 2 156.7 8.4 3.0 5.5 

June 2171.2 8.1 3.1 5.0 

September 2 188.5 7.7 3.4 4.2 

December 2 204.0 7.6 3.2 4.4 
2009 

March 2 224.3 7.6 3.0 4.6 


(a) ERP data may be final, revised or preliminary at any point in time. See the 'ERP Data Status' section of the 
Notes in the source publication. 


(b) Births minus deaths may not add to natural increase due to rounding. 
Source: Australian Demographic Statistics, cat. no. 3101.0. 


» In the year to March 2009, the principal component of population growth was net 
overseas migration, followed by natural increase. Net interstate migration formed a 
relatively small component of the growth. 

# In the quarter ending 31 March 2009, an estimated 20,200 people were added to the 
Western Australian population through net overseas migration (14,300), natural 
increase (4,600) and net interstate migration accounted (1,300). 


2 Components of population change 


Components of population growth 


Natural increase(a) Net interstate Net overseas Total population 

migration migration(b) growth(c) 

Relcrence 000 000 000 000 

period 

2008 

March 5.5 1.7 11.4 18.6 

June 5.0 1.5 8.0 14.5 

September 4.2 1.6 11.4 17.3 

December 4.4 1.4 9.7 15.6 
2009 


March 4.6 1.3 14.3 20.2 


(a) Births minus deaths. 

(b) Adjusted for category jumping. 

(c) Differences between total growth and the sum of the components of population change prior to September 
quarter 2006 are due to intercensal discrepancy. 

Source: Australian Demographic Statistics, cat. no. 3101.0. 


To view Excel spreadsheet: Population Growth 
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Demographic indicators 


Contents >> Population and social trends >> Demographic indicators 
DEMOGRAPHIC INDICATORS 


# Since 2002, when the fertility of the Western Australian population reached an historic 
low of 1.7 babies per woman, the total fertility rate (TFR) has trended upwards 
reaching 2.0 babies per woman in 2007. In line with national trends, the recent 
increase would appear to be the result of higher fertility among women aged 30 years 


and over. 

= In the 10 years to June 2007, the number of births to mothers aged 35 years and over 
rose by 72%. These births represented 14% of all births in Western Australia in 1997 
but 21% of all births in 2007. 

= Life expectancy has continued to rise for both sexes. In the 10 years to 2007, it rose 
from 75.7 to 79.2 years for males and from 81.6 to 84.0 years for females. 

= In the past decade the median age at first marriage has steadily increased for both 
sexes reaching 29.9 years for males and 27.8 years for females in 2008. 

= The crude divorce rate has decreased over the last decade, falling from 2.9 divorces 
per 1,000 of the estimated resident population in 1998 to 2.2 in 2008. 

=» Over the same period, the crude death rate has also decreased from 6.0 to 5.8 deaths 
per 1,000 of the population. 


3 Demographic indicators 


Reference : Figure 1 Figure 10 
._, Current figure 
period year ago years ago 
Births 
Crude birth rate(a) rate 2007 13.8 13.5 13.8 
Total fertility rate(b) rate 2007 2.0 1.9 1.8 
Life expectancy at birth 
Males years 2007 79.2 79.1 75.7 
Females years 2007 84.0 83.8 81.6 
Family formation 
Crude marriage rate (a) rate 2008 5.7 5.8 5.9 
Median age abst). «wears 2008 29.9 30.0 28.2 
marriage - males 
Median age alilist ears 2008 27.8 27.8 26.2 
marriage - females 
Crude divorce rate (c) rate 2008 2.2 2.3 2.9 
Deaths 
Crude death rate (a) __ rate 2007 5.8 5.7 6.0 


(a) Number registered in the calendar year per 1,000 of the estimated resident population at 30 June of that year. 


(b) The sum of age-specific fertility rates (live births at each age of mother per female population of that age). It 
represents the number of children a female would bear during her lifetime if she experienced current age-specific 
fertility rates at each age of her reproductive life. 

(c) The number of divorces granted in the calendar year per 1,000 of the estimated resident population at 30 June 
of that year. 

Source: Marriages, Australia cat. no. 3306.0.55.001; Marriages and Divorces cat. no 3310.0; Births, Australia 
cat. no. 3301.0; Australian Historical Population Statistics, cat. no. 3105.0.65.001 


To view Excel Spreadsheet: Family Formation 


This excel spreadsheet will be updated with 2008 data and new demographic data items will 
be added in the next issue. 
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Causes of death 


Contents >> Population and social trends >> Causes of death 


CAUSES OF DEATH 


= In 2007, there were 12,283 deaths registered in Western Australia. The main causes 


of death were cancer (malignant neoplasms), ischaemic heart disease and stroke, 


together accounting for more than half (54%) of all deaths. Transport accidents were 


responsible for 270 deaths (2.2%). 


= The proportion of deaths caused by cancer (30.5%) was slightly higher than in 1997 
(28.5%). By contrast, ischaemic heart disease (16%) and stroke (6.9%) accounted for 


a smaller proportion of deaths in 2007 than in 1997 (20% and 9.2% respectively). 


= In 2007, the total number of deaths in the 15-24 year age group was twice as high for 
males (116) as for females (52). Transport accidents accounted for more male (34%) 
than female (31%) deaths in this younger age group, although the difference in these 
proportions was smaller than in the previous year (43% compared with 30%). 
= Suicide deaths in 2007 were much higher for males than females in this younger age 
group. Of the 44 deaths caused by ‘intentional self harm' among persons aged 15-24 
years, 34 were male and 10 were female. Suicide accounted for 29% of male deaths 


in this age group, compared with 19% of female deaths. However, in 2006, these 


proportions were virtually identical (both around 17%). 


4 Causes of death(a) 


Unit 1997 2004 2005 20062007(b)(c) 
Leading causes of death (all deaths) and ICD 
code 
Cancer (C00-D48) % 28.5 30.5 30.8 31.2 30.5 
Ischaemic heart disease (120-125) % 20.2 17.4 17.5 16.3 16.2 
Stroke (160-169) % 9.2 8.1 7.4 7.6 6.9 
Selected cancer and ICD code 
Male lung cancer (of male deaths) a 
(C33-C34) % 6.7 7.0 7.9 7.4 6.8 
Female lung cancer (of female F 
deaths) (C33-C34) % 3.7 4.6 4.8 4.7 5.0 
Female breast cancer (of female ° 
deaths) (C50) % 45 4.1 4.4 np 4.3 
ay cancer (of male deaths) % 32 37 3.9 Ad 35 
Skin cancer (of all deaths) (C43) % 0.7 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.0 
Heart disease 
Male ischaemic heart disease (of 5 
male deaths) (120-125) % 21.1 18.4 17.9 17.5 17.4 
Female ischaemic heart disease (of . 
female deaths) (120-125) % 19.2 16.3 17.1 14.8 14.8 
Accidents and suicide (V01-Y98) 
Transport accidents (V01-V99, Y85 ) 
Males (of male deaths) % 2.9 2.6 2.2 2.7 3.3 
15-24 years (of male ‘ 
deaths 15-24 years) % 38.7 35.0 36.2 43.0 33.6 
Females (of female deaths) % 1.2 1.0 1.0 0.9 1.0 
15-24 years (of 
female deaths 15-24 % 26.3 28.8 31.6 30.2 30.8 
years) 
Suicide (X60-X84, Y87.0)(d) 
Males (of male deaths) % 3.6 2.7 2.8 2.5 3.1 
15-24 years (of male 0 
deaths 15-24 years) % 22.7 15.0 23.3 17.2 29.3 
Females (of female deaths) % 1.0 0.7 0.6 0.9 1.0 
15-24 years (of 
female deaths 15-24 % 15.8 9.6 7.9 17.0 19.2 


years) 


Total male deaths no. 5774 5 850 5 974 6 186 6 448 


Total female deaths no. 5 033 5 334 5 323 5 457 5 835 
Total male deaths 15-24 years no. 150 120 116 128 116 
Total female deaths 15-24 years no. 57 52 38 53 52 
Infant mortality rate (per 1,000 live births) no. 5.3 3.9 4.6 4.9 2.4 


np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable, unless otherwise indicated 

(a) Causes of death statistics for states and territories in this publication have been compiled in respect of the 
state or territory of usual residence of the deceased, regardless of where in Australia the death occurred and was 
registered. Deaths of persons usually resident overseas are included in the state/territory in which their death was 
registered. 

(b) Causes of death data for 2007 is subject to revision. See Explanatory Notes 3-4 in the source publication for 
further information 

(c) See Explanatory Notes 67-82 for further informationon specific issues relating to 2007 data. 

(d) Care needs to be taken in interpreting figures relating to suicide due to limitations of the data. See Explanatory 
Notes 78-79 and Technical Note: ABS coding of suicide deaths for further information. 

Source: Causes of Death (cat. no. 3303.0); Deaths (cat. no 3302.0). ABS data available on request. 


To view Excel spreadsheet: Causes of Death 
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Education and training 


Contents >> Population and social trends >> Education and training 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING 


= In 2008, there were 350,000 primary and secondary students attending schools full- 
time in Western Australia. Two-thirds (66%) of these students were attending 
government schools, similar to the national average (66%). Over the past decade the 
proportion of students attending government schools in Western Australia has steadily 
declined from 72% in 1998. 


FULL-TIME STUDENTS ATTENDING GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS 
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Apparent retention rates, for full-time school students from Year 7/8 to Year 12, for the 

state increased for both males and females from 2007 to 2008. For males, the 

apparent retention rate increased from 64% to 68% while, for females, it rose from 

76% to 80%. This was a reversal of the trend in apparent retention rates, which had 

been declining in the state since 2005. 

More than half (52%) of all 15-24 year-olds in Western Australia were participating in 

education in 2008. This was the lowest rate of all states and territories in Australia and 

was below the national participation rate of 59% for this age group. 

From 2006 to 2007 the number of students in Western Australia attending a Vocational 

Education and Training institution increased by 3.7%, to 142,300. Meanwhile the 

number of higher education students rose by 5.3% to 106,200. 

= Overseas students accounted for 30% of all students attending higher education 
institutions in 2007, up from 28% in 2006. The proportion of overseas students 
attending higher education institutions in the state has doubled since 2001 (15%). 

= In 2008, almost 6 in 10 Western Australians aged 25-64 years had obtained a non- 
school educational qualification. Of the total population in this age group, 23% had a 
Bachelor degree or above and 36% an Advanced diploma or diploma or below. 

= Increasing participation in non-school education and greater demand for skilled 

workers are reflected in the rising number of people with non-school qualifications. 

From 1998 to 2008 the proportion of the state population aged 25-54 years with a non- 

school qualification rose from 47% to 59%. 


The link below provides time series data (1998 to 2008) on a Summary of Education and 
Training statistics from Australian Social Trends, Data Cube - Education and training - 
National and state summary tables (cat. no. 4102.0). The spreadsheet containing the data 
can be accessed from the downloads tab. 
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Crime and justice 


Contents >> Population and social trends >> Crime and justice 
RECORDED CRIME - VICTIMS 


= In 2008, the number of victims recorded by Western Australia Police decreased from 
the previous year for sexual assault, robbery and assault. The recorded number of 
victims of homicide and related offences, as well as kidnapping/abduction, and 
blackmail/extortion, also decreased slightly. 

» Sexual assaults recorded by police decreased by nearly 10% in 2008, the highest 
proportional decrease among the published offences. In total, there were almost 1,800 
victims of recorded sexual assault, about 190 fewer than in 2007. 

= The next highest proportional decrease related to robbery, which fell by 8% to around 
1,700 recorded victims. There was also a small decrease (1.5%) in the number of 
assault victims (21,100) recorded by the police. 


VICTIMS (@), Selected offences, Pementage change 2007 ta 2008 


Motor vahic ke thatt 

Other theft 

Untevrful entry vith intent 
Assault 

Robhery and related ¢b) 
Sexual assault 
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(3) The definition of a victim varies according to the category of offerne (see Glossary 4510.0) 
Source: Recovden Crime - Vietins, Austraiia (4520.0) 


= In 2008, the number of victims recorded by police increased for motor vehicle theft, 
other theft and unlawful entry with intent. 

= Motor vehicle theft increased by 6.5% from the previous year, with victim numbers 
rising to nearly 7,800. Despite this increase, the 2008 figure was still well below the 
number of motor vehicle theft victims recorded in 2003 (10,700), before laws relating 
to the fitting of immobilisers on second-hand vehicles were changed. In December 
2006, 77% of all registered vehicles in Western Australia had immobilisers fitted while 
the national average was 54%. 

= Increases were recorded for victims of other theft (3.6%) and for victims of unlawful 
entry with intent (0.5%). 

» In 2008, the victimisation rates for Western Australia, for the following selected 
personal offences, were: 


- Homicide and related offences: 1.8 victims per 100,000 persons, down from 2.0 in 
2007 


- Assault: 976.3 victims per 100,000 persons, down from 1018.0 in 2007 

- Sexual assault: 83.1 victims per 100,000 persons, down from 94.5 in 2007 

- Kidnapping/abduction: 1.3 victims per 100,000 persons, down from 1.7 in 2007 

- Robbery: 78.4 victims per 100,000 persons, down from 87.8 in 2007 

- Blackmail/extortion: 4.6 victims per 100,000 persons, down from 4.8 in 2007 
The link below provides time series data (1999 to 2008) on selected offences for Western 


Australia from Recorded Crime - Victims, Australia, 2008 (cat. no. 4510.0). The data can be 
accessed from the downloads tab. 
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== EMPLOYMENT AND EARNINGS 


This section contains the following subsection : 
Labour Force Status 
Industry of employment 
Occupation of employment 
Employees and hours worked by industry 
Employees and hours worked by occupation 
Average Weekly Earnings 
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LABOUR FORCE STATUS 
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» Western Australia's unemployment rate (Seasonally adjusted) increased to 5.8% in 
September 2009, after falling to 5.4% in August. Through August and September 2009 


the national unemployment rate was 5.8%. 


= While the seasonally adjusted unemployment rate has been very volatile in recent 
months, the September 2009 figure for WA (5.8%) was considerably higher than the 


corresponding figure for September 2008 (3.0%). 


1 September key figures 


Sep 09 Aug 09 Sep 08 
Trend 
Employed Persons ('000) 1152.2 1154.5 1173.8 
Unemployment Rate (%) 5.7 5.6 2.7 
Participation Rate (%) 68.2 68.4 69.3 
Seasonally Adjusted 

Employed Persons (‘000) 1151.8 1 158.2 1169.5 
Unemployment Rate (%) 5.8 5.4 3.0 
68.5 69.2 


Participation Rate (%) 68.2 


Source: Labour Force, Australia, cat. no. 6202.0. 


» In trend terms, Western Australia's unemployment rate has been rising steadily for the 
past 12 months and in September 2009 reached its highest level (5.7%) since January 
2004. 

For the 5 years after September 2003, unemployment rates for Western Australian 
men were lower than for women as a consequence of the male-dominated resources 
boom. With the advent of the global economic downturn and subsequent job losses in 
mining and mining support activities in WA, the gap between the sexes in 
unemployment levels began to diminish in the second half of 2008. By September 
2009, 5.6% of men in the labour force were unemployed compared with 5.8% of 
women (trend). 
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= In seasonally adjusted terms, the total number of employed persons fell in September 
2009 by 6,400, to 1,151,800. However, the July 2009 figure (1,147,300) was the 
lowest recorded since May 2008 (1,138,200). 

=» The September 2009 employment figure for Western Australia in seasonally adjusted 
terms was 17,700 less than for September 2008. 
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The link below provides access to Western Australian labour force data from 1978 to 2009 
(All Series) from Labour Force, Australia, Spreadsheets (cat. no. 6202.0). The data can also 
be accessed by selecting from the list of available Excel spreadsheets in the Downloads tab 
associated with this publication. Table 8 is one of several tables containing labour force data 
for Western Australia. 
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INDUSTRY OF EMPLOYMENT 


# In the August quarter 2009, industries in which employment losses occurred, in 


original data terms, were Retail trade (down 13%, 18,700 persons) and Public 
administration and safety (down 18%, 14,700 persons). The recent falls in retail 
employment may be a response to increases earlier in the year following the 
introduction of the Government's economic stimulus packages. 

In contrast, employment growth occurred in the August quarter 2009 in the industries 
of Accommodation and food services (up 14%, 8,900 persons), Education and training 
(up 9%, 7,900 persons) and Construction (up 3.8%, 4,700 persons). 

In the 12 months to August 2009, the largest number of job losses occurred in the 
Professional, scientific and technical services (down 19%, 15,900 persons), Mining 
(down 17%, 12,100 persons) and Rental, hiring and real estate services (down 32%, 
8,500 persons), reflecting the downturn in the resources and housing sectors due to 
the global financial crisis, the effects of which carried through in Western Australia until 
about August. 


2 Number of employed persons, by industry : original 


Aug 08 May 09 Aug 09 


Western Australia ‘000 ‘000 ‘000 
Industry(a) 
Agriculture, forestry and fishing 40.2 34.9 43.9 
Mining 69.9 51.9 57.8 
Manufacturing 100.7 95.3 98.0 
Electricity, gas, water and waste services 20.9 14.3 13.1 
Construction 123.0 122.1 126.8 
Wholesale trade 39.3 41.6 39.9 
Retail trade 122.9 142.3 123.6 
Accommodation and food services 71.2 63.8 72.7 
Transport, postal and warehousing 54.4 67.9 64.4 
Information media and telecommunications 17.5 11.8 16.2 
Financial and insurance services 29.1 30.5 32.6 
Rental, hiring and real estate services 26.3 20.8 17.8 
Professional, scientific and technical services 82.5 68.6 66.6 
Administrative and support services 36.7 36.5 35.7 
Public administration and safety 64.9 81.1 66.4 
Education and training 90.4 85.0 92.9 
Health Care and social assistance 108.8 129.6 122.1 
Arts and recreation services 20.1 22.5 18.4 


Other services 49.7 51.0 44.5 


(a) Industry estimates are classified to the Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification 
(ANZSIC) 2006. 
Source: Labour Force, Australia, Detailed, Quarterly, cat. no. 6291.0.55.003. 


To view Excel spreadsheet : Industry of Employment 
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OCCUPATION OF EMPLOYMENT 


= Occupations that recorded employment decreases in the August quarter 2009, ranging 
from 2% to 6% in original terms, were Managers, Community and personal service 
workers, Clerical and administrative workers, Sales workers and Labourers. 

=» Over the same period, occupations that recorded growth were Professionals (3%) and 
Machinery operators and drivers (4%). 


3 Number of employed persons, by occupation: original 


Aug 08 May 09 Aug 09 


Western Australia ‘000 ‘000 ‘000 

Occupation(a) 
Managers 148.8 155.8 146.8 
Professionals 230.1 219.1 225.7 
Technicians and trades workers 208.4 204.1 204.1 
Community and personal service workers 86.5 112.4 109.5 
Clerical and administrative workers 169.7 164.8 160.8 
Sales workers 97.0 105.4 100.5 
Machinery operators and drivers 91.2 80.1 83.5 
Labourers 136.8 129.6 122.5 


(a) Occupation estimates are based the 2006 Australian and New Zealand Standard Classification of Occupations 
(ANZSCO). 
Source: Labour Force, Australia, Detailed, Quarterly, cat. no. 6291.0.55.003. 
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EMPLOYEES AND HOURS WORKED BY INDUSTRY 


= In the August quarter 2009, the average number of hours worked by employees 


(original) in Western Australia was highest in Mining, followed by Agriculture, forestry 


and fishing. Both industries recorded averages above 40 hours per week despite 


decreases since the previous quarter of 4 hours and 3 hours respectively. In contrast, 


Accommodation and food services, Health Care and social assistance, Retail trade 
and Arts and recreation services recorded averages below 30 hours per week. 


= Overall, the average weekly number of hours worked by employees decreased by 1 


hour to 33.5 hours in the August quarter 2009. Construction and Mining had the 
largest quarterly decrease (both down 4 hours) while Information media and 
telecommunications (up 5.1 hours) and Transport, postal and warehousing (up 2.9 


hours) had the largest increases. 


4 Number of employees and hours worked(a), by industry(b): original 


Aug 08 May 09 Aug 09 
Average weekly hours worked (hours) 

Agriculture, forestry and fishing 41.5 44.4 41.4 
Mining 41.6 47.3 43.3 
Manufacturing 38.4 38.0 35.0 
Electricity, gas, water and waste services 37.6 38.3 39.9 
Construction 40.5 41.9 37.9 
Wholesale trade 38.7 36.9 35.8 
Retail trade 28.0 28.5 27.6 
Accommodation and food services 27.0 29.7 26.6 
Transport, postal and warehousing 36.9 36.1 39.0 
Information media and telecommunications 36.6 31.3 36.4 
Financial and insurance services 35.7 36.0 35.9 
Rental, hiring and real estate services 37.5 36.7 36.5 
Professional, scientific and technical services 38.0 39.6 36.0 
Administrative and support services 32.4 32.6 33.6 
Public administration and safety 33.2 34.3 35.0 
Education and training 34.2 31.7 30.9 
Health Care and social assistance 28.9 29.6 28.6 
Arts and recreation services 32.3 25.8 24.1 
Other services 36.2 31.9 32.9 
Total 34.7 34.5 33.5 


(a) Time series subject to major revisions due to improvements in data estimation methodology. 


(b) Data are based on ANZSICO6 Division 
Source: Labour Force, Australia, Detailed, Quarterly, cat. no. 6291.0.55.003. 


To view Excel spreadsheet: Employees and Hours Worked by Industry 
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EMPLOYEES AND HOURS WORKED BY OCCUPATION 


=» From an occupation perspective, Managers continued to work the longest hours, 
averaging more than 43 hours per week for the last four quarters. Sales workers, 
Labourers and Community and personal service workers have consistently averaged 
less than 30 hours a week. 

= Technicians and trades workers, and Machinery operators and drivers, averaging more 
than 40 hours per week in the May quarter, dropped to an average of 38.1 hours 
(down 2 hours) and 37 hours (down 4.7 hours) respectively in the August quarter 
2009. 


5 Number of employees and hours worked(a), by occupation(b): original 


Aug 08 May 09 Aug 09 


Average weekly hours worked (hours) 


Managers 42.4 44.8 43.4 


Professionals 37.2 35.1 35.2 
Technicians and trades workers 40.0 40.1 38.1 
Community and personal service workers 26.7 27.7 27.8 
Clerical and administrative workers 30.9 31.0 30.7 
Sales workers 27.5 25.8 25.0 
Machinery operators and drivers 38.6 41.7 37.0 
Labourers 28.9 28.4 27.1 


Total 34.7 34.5 33.5 


(a) Time series subject to major revisions due to improvements in data estimation methodology. 
(b) Data are based on ANZSCOO6 Major group 
Source: Labour Force, Australia, Detailed, Quarterly, cat. no. 6291.0.55.003. 


To view Excel spreadsheet: Employees and Hours Worked by Occupation 


Previous Page Next Page 


Average Weekly Earnings 


Contents >> Employment and earnings >> Average Weekly Earnings 
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 


= In the May quarter 2009, the average weekly total earnings for all employees rose to 
$1052, about a 1.5% increase in both seasonally adjusted and trend terms. 

» Inthe 12 months to May 2009, the average weekly total earnings for all employees 
increased by almost 6% in both seasonally adjusted and trend terms. This represented 
slower growth than in the previous twelve months when total earnings rose by over 8% 
in seasonally adjusted and trend terms. 


= The quarterly percentage rises in average weekly ordinary time earnings for full-time 
adults were similar (1.7% seasonally adjusted, 1.6% trend) while the annual increase 
for this group of employees was in excess of 7% for both data series. 


6 Average Weekly Earnings of employees 


PERSONS 


Fulltime adult ordinary-ame Full-time adult total earningsAll employees total earnings 


earnings 
Quarter $ $ $ 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 
2008 
May 1 267.70 1 337.60 993.50 
2009 
February 1 340.20 1 408.20 1 036.40 
May 1 362.80 1 427.80 1 052.20 
TREND 
2008 
May 1 273.30 1 342.60 993.00 
2009 
February 1 341.30 1 408.90 1 036.50 
May 1 363.00 1 428.70 1 052.20 


Source: Average weekly Earnings, Australia, cat. no. 6302.0. 


# The Mining industry continued to have the highest full-time adult ordinary time 
earnings, with $2,243 per week in original data terms. This was followed by Electricity, 
gas and water supply ($1,625) and Property and business services ($1,534). 


7 Average Weekly Earnings of employees, by industry: original 


ANZSIC Division May 08 Feb 09 May 09 


Full-time adult ordinary time earnings ($) 


Mining 2 111.70 2 142.80 2 243.10 
Manufacturing 1 144.50 1 156.00 1 211.00 
Electricity, gas and water supply 1 460.70 1 635.60 1 625.30 
Construction 1 249.10 1 329.10 1 327.70 
Wholesale trade 1 204.40 1 252.40 1 269.90 
Retail trade 916.70 962.10 1 006.00 
Accommodation, cafes and restaurants 868.30 919.50 947.40 
Transport and storage 1 169.80 1 221.60 1 273.70 
Communication services 1 011.40 1071.40 1 045.20 
Finance and insurance 1 225.70 1 289.50 1 335.60 
Property and business services 1 469.10 1527.50 1 534.50 
Government administration and defence 1 083.30 1 172.60 1 181.80 
Education 1 176.10 1 287.00 1 296.00 
Health and community services 1 191.30 1 226.20 1 272.20 
Cultural and recreational services 1 086.80 1 138.70 1 153.80 
Personal and other services 1 048.70 1 198.20 1 214.60 


Total 1 270.10 1 338.80 1 365.30 


Source: Average Weekly Earnings, Australia, cat. no. 6302.0. 


= Between the May quarter 2008 and May quarter 2009 industries with the largest 
increases in total earnings were Finance and insurance (15%) Construction (12%) and 
Retail trade (11%). 

» Industries with falls in total earnings in the same 12 month period included Wholesale 
trade (-11%) and Cultural and recreational services (-4%). 


AVERAGE WEERLY EARNINGS, change fram Mey 2008 - Mey 2009 
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Source: Average Weal Earnings (Cat. Ne. 6302.0) 


To view Excel Spreadsheet: Average Weekly Earnings 
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=~. STATE ACCOUNTS 


This section contains the following subsection : 
State Final Demand 
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STATE FINAL DEMAND 


= In the June quarter 2009, Western Australia's state final demand (Seasonally adjusted 
chain volume measures) increased by 1.6% to $36 billion. 

= Contributing to the increase was a rise in private gross fixed capital formation (up 
3.7%). There were also minimal increases in final consumption expenditure for general 
government and households (both around 1%). 

= In contrast, public gross fixed capital formation decreased by 6.5% in the same period. 


STATE FINAL DEMAND, Chain volume messures—C hang from previous quarter 
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Source: Australian Nationa! Acoounts: National! Income, Expenditure and Praduxt, 
cat, ma. 5206.0. 


» State final demand (trend chain volume measures) in Western Australia fell by 0.1% in 
the June 2009 quarter. Nationally, domestic final demand recorded a fall of 0.2% in the 
June quarter 2009. 

= The only states to record increases in state final demand in the June quarter 2009 
were Victoria (up 0.6%) and South Australia (up 0.8%). 


1 Components of State Final Demand(a), chain volume measures 


Percentage change 
Jun08 Mar09 Jun0O9 Previous quarter Same quarter previous year 
$m $m $m % % 


TREND 


Final consumption expenditure 
General government 4384 4485 4504 0.4 2.7 
Households 15377 15905 16031 0.8 4.3 


Total final consumption 


. 19761 20390 20535 0.7 3.9 
expenditure 
Ce cancer one 13448 13433 13283 a “4g 
formation 
Public gross fixed capital formation 1435 1570 1564 -0.4 9.0 
State final demand 34645 35393 35371 -0.1 2.1 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 
Final consumption expenditure 
General government 4374 4472 4518 1.0 3.3 
Households 15230 15892 16035 0.9 5.3 
ee epon 19604 20364 20553 0.9 4.8 
expenditure 
Pivale gross ixedicapiiel 13713 13002 13478 a7 eng 
formation 
Public gross fixed capital formation 1381 1626 1520 -6.5 10.1 
State final demand 34698 34992 35551 1.6 2.5 
(a) Reference year for chain volume measures is 2006-07. 
Source: Australian National Accounts: National Income, Expenditure and Product, cat. no. 5206.0. 
To view Excel spreadsheet: State Final Demand 
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 


» After two quarters of negative growth, Perth's Consumer Price Index (CPI) increased 


0.8% in the June quarter 2009. 


= In the year to June 2009, Perth's CPI rose 1.4%, the same percentage rise shown in 


the weighted average for the eight Australian capital cities. All the capital cities 


recorded rising prices, with Darwin the largest increase (2.5%) followed by Canberra 


(2.1%), while Melbourne had the smallest increase (1.2%). 


» Since early 2008, the Perth CPI has been close to the weighted average for Australian 


Capital cities, after 3 years of being considerably higher. 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX (ALL GROUPS), 
Change from same quarter previous year June 2000 - June 2009 


— Perth 
Australia 


Jun Jun Jun Jun Jun Jun Jun Jun Jun 


200 OL =8MO2 20S AOd 2005 BOG BOF 62008) = 2008 


Source: Cansumer Price inmiex, Austraiia, cat. na 6407 0. 


BPN woOA MOH wR 


# Clothing and footwear (7%) was the most significant contributor to the June increase 
after a substantial decrease (-5.4%) in March 2009. Within this group, men's clothing, 


men's outerwear and accessories all rose between 11% and 13%. 
» Another significant contributor to the price increase was Transportation (2.8%), 
particularly automotive fuel prices which increased by 7%, reversing the negative 


change in the last two quarters. Health costs (hospital and medical services up 4.8%) 


and household and content services (towels and linen up 12%) also drove the 


increase. 


= In contrast, the June quarter saw price decreases in financial and insurance services 
(-1.7%) and recreation (-0.7%). Deposits and loan facilities (-4.4%) was again the main 


contributor to the decrease in the cost of financial and insurance services. 


1 Consumer Price Index(a), by group - Perth 


Change from same quarter previous year Change from previous quarter 


Jun 09 Jun 09 

% % 

All groups 1.4 0.8 
Food 3.7 -0.3 
Alcohol and tobacco 4.6 0.3 
Clothing and footwear 0.1 7.0 
Housing 5.1 1.0 
Household contents and services 4.0 2.3 
Health 5.9 2.4 
Transportation -6.1 2.8 
Communication 1.1 0.2 


Recreation 0.1 -0.7 


Education 5.3 - 
Financial and insurance 72 -17 
services(b) 


- nil or rounded to zero (including null cells) 

(a) Unless otherwise specified, base of each index: 1989-90 = 100.0. 
(b) Base of index: June quarter 2005 = 100.0. 

Source: Consumer Price Index, Australia, cat. no. 6401.0. 


= In the year to June 2009 the main contributors to Perth's CPI increase were Health, 
Education and Housing. 

= The negative contributors over the year were Financial and insurance services and 
Transportation. 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, 
Change fram same quarter previous year, June 2008—June 2006 


Health 

Education 

Housing 

Alcohol and tobacco 
Food 

Communication 
Clothing and footwear 
Rec ration 
Transporation 

Firanc fal and insurance services 
All groups 


a 4 3 0 3 6 


Sauree Consumer Price inmiex, Austraiia, cat. na 64020 
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WAGE PRICE INDEX 


» In the June quarter 2009, the Wage Price Index (WPI) for Western Australia increased 
by 0.5% from the previous quarter. 

= The public sector had larger increases, both for the June quarter 2009 and for the year 
to June, in comparison with the private sector. 


2 June key figures , Wage Price Index: original 


Change from 


previous qtr same qtr previous year 


% % 

Western Australia 0.5 4.6 
Sector: 

Private 0.4 4.0 

Public 1.1 6.4 


Source: Labour Price Index, Australia, cat. no. 6345.0. 


= The state's quarterly increase was similar to the national increase (0.6%). Of the 
states, only New South Wales (0.7%) and Tasmania (0.6%) had larger increases. 

= Through the year to June 2009, Western Australia's WPI grew 4.6%, compared with 
3.7% nationally. The state's annual increase has been higher than the national annual 
increase since 2005. 


WAGE PRICE INDEX, Change from same quarter previous year 
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» Across all industries, Government administration and defence showed the largest 
increase (1.8% for the quarter and 7.2% for the year). This reflected a change in the 
timing of pay rises for state government employees working under the Public Sector 
Service Agreement. In the six months to June, employees with this agreement 
received two pay increases. 

= Retail trade had the smallest increase in the year to June 2009 (3.2%), closely 
followed by Mining; and Transport and storage (both 3.3%). This represents the 
smallest annual increase for Mining since June 2004. 


WAGE PRICE INDEX, Selected industnes— 
Change from same quarter previous year, June 2008—June 2003 
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Source: Labour Price inex, Austratia, cat na 6345.0 
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HOUSE PRICE INDEXES 


» After five consecutive quarters of decrease, the established homes price index for 
Western Australia rebounded in June 2009, showing a quarterly increase of 2.7%. The 
weighted average index for the eight Australian capital cities also turned around, with a 
1.5% increase. 

= The project homes index showed a very slight increase in the June quarter (up 0.1%) 
after a decrease (-0.4%) in the previous quarter. 


3 House Price Indexesv(a) - Perth 


ESTABLISHED Change from previous PROJECT Change from previous 


HOMES(b) quarter(b) HOMES quarter 
Reterence index % index % 
period 
2008 
June 1190.8 1-2.3 150.0 0.8 
2009 
March p178.8 p-2.0 153.4 -0.4 
June p183.7 p2.7 153.6 0.1 


p preliminary figure or series subject to revision 

r revised 

(a) Base of each index 2003-04 = 100.0. 

(b) Estimates for the two most recent quarters are experimental (See paragraph 12 and 13 of the Explanatory 
Notes in the source publication). 

Source: House Price Indexes, Eight Capital Cities, cat. no. 6416.0. 


= In June 2009, the established home price index for Perth was 3.7% lower than in June 
2008, following a March 2008 to March 2009 decrease of 8.4%, the largest annual 
decrease in the index's six year history. 

= Despite a slight decline in the March quarter, the price index of project homes in June 
2009 was 2.4% higher than in June 2008. 
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Source: House Price inmexes, cat. na, 6476.0 
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PRICE INDEXES OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING 


= In the June quarter 2009, the increase in the price of materials for housing 
construction in Western Australia was 0.4%, lower than for the previous quarter 


(1.2%). 


= Through the year to June 2009, the price index for these materials rose by just over 
7%. This was over 1 percentage point more than the national rise. Perth had the 
second largest annual price increase after Adelaide (almost 10%). 


4 Price index of materials used in house building(a), By material - Perth 


Percentage change 
Mar Qtr 2009 to Jun Qtr 2009 Jun Qtr 2008 to Jun Qtr 2009 


Material group % % 
All groups 0.4 7.1 
Timber, board and joinery 0.9 1.0 
Ceramic products 2.4 3.9 
Concrete, cement and sand -0.4 3.7 
Cement products 1.1 1.1 
Steel products -2.7 34.2 
Other metal products 2.5 13.6 
Plumbing products -2.3 2.6 
Electrical equipment -0.3 3.1 
Installed gas and electrical appliances 0.5 5.0 
Other materials -0.4 3.9 


(a) Reference base of each index: 1989-90 = 100.0 
Source: Producer Price Indexes, Australia, cat. no. 6427.0. 


= The price of steel products continued to drive the overall price increase in building 


materials in the year to June 2009. Despite falling 2.7% from the March quarter 2009, 
the steel products component of the index was 34% higher than in the June quarter 
2008. This increase is closely aligned to the national increase of 28% over the same 


period. 


PRICE INDEXES OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING, Selected materak— 
Change from same quarter previous year, June 2008—June 20093 


Steal products | - - ------------------------ 
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Bectrical equipment} - - 
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Sauree: Praduver Price imiexes (Cat. Ma 6427.0) 
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=| CONSUMPTION 


This section contains the following subsection : 
Retail 
New motor vehicle sales 
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RETAIL 


= The retail trade trend series was suspended in November 2008 as it was not possible 
to determine the trend in retail turnover for the period affected by the government's 
economic stimulus packages and other influences associated with global economic 
conditions. 

= In seasonally adjusted terms, monthly retail turnover in Western Australia increased 
marginally (0.4%) in August 2009 to nearly $2.2 billion, after small decreases in the 
two previous months. 

= While there were some fluctuations in the seasonally adjusted data through the year, 
monthly retail turnover in Western Australia has remained above $2 billion. This may 
have been due, at least in part, to the government's stimulus packages. 


MONTHLY RETAIL TURNOVER, Curent Pnoes 
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= The August 2009 increase in turnover was driven primarily by Food retailing (up 2.9%) 


and Department stores (up 3.4%). All other major retail trade groups had small 


decreases in monthly turnover, with Clothing, footwear and personal accessory retail 
outlets experiencing the largest decrease (down 4.9%). 


1 Retail trade, monthly turnover - current prices: seasonally adjusted(a) 


Food Dept Clothing Household Other Cafes Total 
Stores etc(b) good retailing etc(c) 
Seasonally adjusted ($m) 
2008 
June 818.1 168.8 182.5 392.2 249.6 267.2 2 078.5 
July 844.6 175.2 182.4 396.3 250.8 269.1 2 118.4 
August 849.8 174.7 180.1 394.1 248.4 271.1 2 118.2 
September 842.6 176.0 174.6 384.0 242.8 269.3 2 089.3 
October 841.2 174.6 170.1 383.1 239.9 269.5 2 078.5 
November 852.0 170.1 166.5 378.4 235.5 268.9 2 071.3 
December 852.6 183.0 175.5 421.7 248.3 252.4 2 133.5 
2009 
January 890.7 184.9 170.4 401.0 253.2 249.4 2149.5 
February 881.6 161.8 164.8 382.1 239.8 259.3 2 089.3 
March 882.4 188.2 177.8 388.3 247.2 267.2 2151.1 
April 863.8 164.6 167.3 406.1 229.7 265.4 2 096.8 
May 887.2 190.7 180.8 410.8 240.3 275.6 2 185.4 
June 875.9 181.5 181.7 417.4 246.5 262.7 2 165.8 
July 862.6 175.0 171.1 412.5 258.6 267.1 2 146.8 


August 887.7 180.9 162.7 406.1 256.0 263.0 2 156.2 


(a) The retail trade statistics are presented according to the 2006 edition of the Australian and New Zealand 
Standard Industrial Classification(ANZSIC2006). For further information refer to Retail Trade, Australia (cat. no. 
8501.0) . 

(b) Includes footwear and personal accesory 

(c) Includes restaurants and takeaway services 

Source: Retail Trade, Australia, cat. no. 8501.0 

Note: As of July 2008, all historical data have been revised as a result of changes to the survey design. 


To view Excel spreadsheet: Retail Trade 
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New motor vehicle sales 


Contents >> Consumption >> New motor vehicle sales 
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE SALES 


= Sales of new motor vehicles in seasonally adjusted terms increased slightly (0.6%) for 
the month of August 2009. However, new motor vehicles sales in August 2009 (7,995) 
were 17% lower than in August 2008 (9,681). 

= The decline in motor vehicle sales from the peak figure (9,826) in July 2008 was driven 
by falls in the sales of passenger vehicles. Between August 2008 and August 2009, 
sales of passenger vehicles fell by almost 15%. 

= The sales of sports utility vehicles, including four wheel drive vehicles in the higher 
price ranges, fell by 6% over the same 12 month period. 


2 New motor vehicle sales, by type of vehicle: seasonally adjusted 


Passenger vehicles Sports utility vehicles Other vehicles Total vehicles 
Month no. no. no. no. 


Seasonally Adjusted 


2008 
June 5 443 2 013 2221 9677 
July 5 370 1 947 2 509 9 826 
August 5 199 1 958 2525 9 681 
September 4 882 2112 2 425 9 419 
October 4910 1941 2576 9 426 
November 4543 1 666 2 374 8 583 
December 4 538 1 754 2251 8 543 

2009 
January 4 649 1710 2137 8 497 
February 4552 1 808 1 922 8 283 
March 4178 1751 2 010 7 939 
April 4 329 1774 1916 8 019 
May 4 370 1 842 2119 8 331 
June 4595 1 860 2 382 8 837 
July 4 292 1 829 1 828 7 949 


August 4 431 1 837 1 726 7 995 


Source: Sales of New Motor Vehicles, Australia, cat. no. 9314.0. 
To view Excel Spreadsheet: New Motor Vehicle Sales 
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International merchandise trade 


Contents >> International merchandise trade 


4 
INTERNATIONAL MERCHANDISE TRADE 


This section contains the following subsection : 
Exports 
Imports 
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Exports 
Contents >> International merchandise trade >> Exports 


EXPORTS 


» Western Australia's trade surplus ($11 billion) in the June quarter 2009 was 8% lower 
than the surplus in the same quarter of the previous year. 


VALUE OF IMPORTS AND EXPORTS: Original 
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The value of exports from Western Australia was 12% lower in the June quarter 2009 
than in the corresponding quarter of 2008, down from $20 billion to less than $18 
billion. 

China was the state's main export destination, receiving goods from Western Australia 
to the value of $6.6 billion. This was $918 million higher than in the same quarter of 
the previous year, mainly due to iron ore exports. 

Over the year the value of exports to India rose by 48% to $2.2 billion. Non-monetary 
gold, to the value of $1.9 billion, accounted for 90% of the total value of exports to 
India in the June quarter 2009. 

The value of exports to Japan fell again in the June quarter, having dropped by $1.2 
billion from the same quarter of the previous year. In addition, exports to the United 
States of America fell in value to $191 million, 70% lower than in the June quarter 
2008. 


1 International Merchandise Trade(a), exports - top 10 countries: original 


EXPORTS 

Jun 08 Mar 09 Jun 09 
Country $'000 $'000 $'000 
China 5 682 478 7 490 011 6 600 885 
Japan 3 761 435 3 636 091 2 574 043 
India 1 455 068 1 257 285 2 155 434 
Korea, Republic of 1 545 098 1670 126 1 365 484 
Singapore 929 123 700 575 734 405 
Thailand 737 008 334 141 614 654 
United Kingdom 769 784 4 048 182 534 535 
Taiwan 317 482 350 326 317 901 
Indonesia 281 852 271 288 270 417 
United States of America 648 477 314 728 191 129 
Total ExportS(b) 19 950 895 23 147 517 17 576 272 


(a) Free on board (f.0.b.) value 
(b) Includes countries not listed. 
Source: Source: ABS data available on request, International Trade in Goods and Services, Australia, cat. no. 


5368.0 


lron ore and concentrates and Non-monetary gold continued to be the leading exports 


from Western Australia, with export values of $6.8 billion and $3.3 billion respectively 
in the June quarter 2009. 

= The export value of Iron ore and concentrates was $110 million (1.6%) higher than the 
value for the June quarter 2008. 

=» The export value of Non-monetary gold was $314 million (10.5%) higher than for the 
June quarter 2008. 

= In contrast, Crude petroleum oils decreased in value by 47% over the same 12 month 
period. 


2 International Merchandise Trade(a), by major commodity - original 


Jun 08 Mar 09 Jun 09 
Category of the SITC $'000 $'000 $'000 


MAJOR EXPORT COMMODITIES(b) 


Iron ore and concentrates 6 692 867 8 723 854 6 803 150 


Gold, non-monetary 2 995 691 5 551 654 3 310 054 
Confidential items 2 368 044 2 038 117 1 580 820 
Crude petroleum oils 2 710 425 1 556 685 1 445 887 
Natural gas 1398 901 1 704 375 1 200 039 
Wheat 698 948 829 641 648 613 
Nickel 184 970 133 819 198 466 
Pigments, paints, varnishes and 90 094 8A 434 143 087 
related materials 

Liquefied propane and butane 157 882 126 542 124 653 
Live animals 70 675 102 705 121 107 
Nickel ores and concentrates 393 663 171 231 118 489 
Ores and concentrates of base metal 277 405 156 839 106 266 
Wool and other animal hair 71 672 85 277 96 788 
Crustaceans, molluscs and aquatic 100 481 96 195 93 599 
invertebrates 

Refined petroleum oils 124 870 70 390 78 855 


Total exports(c) 19 950 895 23 147 517 17 576 272 


(a) Care should be taken when comparing with commodities data prior to July 2005. For full details about 
changes to international trade statistics, users should refer to the Information Paper: Impact of introducing 
Revision 4 of the Standard International Trade Classification, 2008 (cat.no. 5368.0.55.10). 

(b) Free on board (f.0.b.) value. 

(c) Includes categories not listed. 

Source: Source: ABS data available on request, International Trade in Goods and Services, Australia, cat. no. 
5368.0. 


To view Excel spreadsheet: International Merchandise Trade 
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Imports 


Contents >> International merchandise trade >> Imports 


IMPORTS 


» In the June quarter 2009, Western Australia received its largest value of imports from 
the United States of America ($790 million), followed by Thailand ($630 million) and 
Japan ($592 million). 

= Notable falls in import values from Singapore (down $883 million) and the United 
Kingdom (down $451 million) occurred between the June quarter 2008 and June 
quarter 2009. 


3 International Merchandise Trade(a), imports - top 10 countries: original 


IMPORTS 

Jun 08 Mar 09 Jun 09 
Country $'000 $'000 $'000 
United States of America 724 578 929 829 789 758 
Thailand 475 298 1 785 337 630 194 
Japan 643 242 789 011 592 210 
China 452 169 686 911 563 395 
United Kingdom 935 535 244 366 484 683 
United Arab Emirates 547 907 214 937 442 020 
Singapore 1 301 822 1 429 554 418 517 
Korea, Republic of 221 564 150 814 366 623 
Indonesia 219 321 355 449 350 012 
Malaysia 282 462 350 959 321 138 


Total imports(b) 7 845 240 8 757 673 6 451 346 


(a) Customs value. 

(b) Includes countries not listed. 

Source: Source: ABS data available on request, International Trade in Goods and Services, Australia, cat. no. 
5368.0. 


The total value of imports to Western Australia was 18% lower in the June quarter 

2009 than in the June quarter 2008 ($6.4 billion compared with $7.8 billion). 

Contributing to the decrease in import values over this 12 month period was Non- 

monetary gold, which dropped from $1.8 billion to $1.2 billion (down 35%). 

=» Non-monetary gold continued to be the largest contributor to import values overall. 
Gold, in the form of leaf, foil, bullion and other fabricated gold products (including 
granules), is sent to Western Australia, where it is processed before exportation under 
a different commodity classification. 

» Ships, boats and floating structures also contributed to the fall in total import values, 

with a decrease of $600 million from the June quarter 2008. 


4 International Merchandise Trade(a), by major commodity - original 


Jun 08 Mar 09 Jun 09 
Category of the SITC $'000 $'000 $'000 


MAJOR IMPORT COMMODITIES(b) 


Gold, non-monetary 1 804 473 3 344 963 1173 143 


Crude petroleum oils 878 173 572 537 762 176 


Refined petroleum oils 641 723 359 204 328 299 
Passenger motor vehicles 430 322 224 110 246 051 
lron or steel tubes and pipes 82 181 274 870 231 522 
Confidential items 226 312 262 943 196 339 
Fertilisers 263 846 110 295 168 289 
Other specialised industry machinery 119 292 118 635 148 943 
and equipment 

Civil engineering plant and equipment 261 060 234 806 148 548 
ace for the transport of 279 988 215 582 94 817 
Rubber tyres 101 906 78 357 77 187 
Automatic data processing machines 39 737 36 632 34 553 
Ships, boats and floating structures 631 433 82 514 13 743 
Parts and accessories of office 6914 7116 8570 
machines 

Aircraft and associated equipment 124 412 11 216 4 258 


Total imports(c) 7 845 240 8 757 673 6 451 346 


(a) Care should be taken when comparing with commodities data prior to July 2005. For full details about 
changes to international trade statistics, users should refer to the Information Paper: Impact of introducing 
Revision 4 of the Standard International Trade Classification, 2008 (cat.no. 5368.0.55.10). 

(b) Customs value. 

(c) Includes categories not listed. 

Source: Source: ABS data available on request, International Trade in Goods and Services, Australia, cat. no. 
5368.0. 


To view Excel spreadsheet: International Merchandise Trade 
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Investment and finance 


Contents >> Investment and finance 


wa 


tay INVESTMENT AND FINANCE 


This section contains the following subsection : 
Private new capital expenditure 
Lending finance commitments 
Housing finance commitments 
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Private new capital expenditure 


Contents >> Investment and finance >> Private new capital expenditure 
PRIVATE NEW CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 


=» Western Australia's private new capital expenditure, in seasonally adjusted chain 
volume terms, was 7.3 billion in the June quarter 2009, up 6.5% from the previous 
quarter. Nationally, private new capital expenditure rose by 3.3%. 


1 June key figures, Private New Capital Expenditure 


Jun 09 Mar qtr 09 to Jun qtr09 Jun qtr 08 to Jun qtr 09 


$m % change % change 


Trend estimates(a) 


14.5 


Total new capital expenditure 7152 0.3 

Buildings & structures 5 191 1.3 29.3 

Equipment, plant & machinery 1948 -3.2 -12.8 
Seasonally adjusted estimates(a) 

Total new capital expenditure 7 276 6.5 21.3 

Buildings & structures 5 274 7.4 42.8 

Equipment, plant & machinery 2 002 4.3 -13.1 


(a) In chain volume measures 
Source: Private New Capital Expenditure and Expected Expenditure, Australia, cat. no. 5625.0. 


= In seasonally adjusted terms, investments in buildings and structures increased by 
7.4% and accounted for $5.3 billion of the $7.3 billion in private new capital 
expenditure in the June quarter 2009. 

# Investment in equipment, plant and machinery increased to $2 billion (4.3%), in 
seasonally adjusted terms, over the same period. 


PRIVATE NEW CARTAL EXPENDITURE, Chain volume measures 


$m 
— Seasonally adjusted 
Trend 8000 


is) 
Jun Jun Jun Jun Jun Jun Jun Jun Jun Jun 
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 207 2008 2008 
Note: Break in trend series between December 2006 and March 2007. 


Source: Private New Capital Expenditure and Expexted! Expenditure, Austravia, 
cat. na. 5625.0. 


# Inthe June quarter 2009, the mining industry continued to account for a significant 


proportion (71%) of all private new capital investment in Western Australia (original 
data). 

= In original terms, new capital expenditure on mining was 11% higher,than in the 
previous quarter and 14% higher than in the same quarter of the previous year. 


2 Private New Capital Expenditure, by industry - current prices: original 


Other 
Mining Manufacturing selected Total 
industries 
Reference period $m $m $m $m 
2007-2008 17111 1 653 4428 23191 
2008-2009 22847 1 856 5677 30370 
2008 
June 4995 445 1141 6580 
2009 
March 5143 446 41149 6738 


June 5710 “A459 1917 8086 


‘ estimate has a relative standard error of 10% to less than 25% and should be used with caution 
Source: Private New Capital Expenditure and Expected Expenditure, Australia, cat. no. 5625.0. 


To view Excel spreadsheet: Private New Capital Expenditure 
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Lending finance commitments 


Contents >> Investment and finance >> Lending finance commitments 
LENDING FINANCE COMMITMENTS 


= In original terms, the value of lending finance commitments fell across most types of 
finance in the month of August 2009. 

=» Commercial finance commitments decreased to less than $2.4 billion (16%), following 
a larger decrease (23%) in July. The August 2009 value was almost 27% lower than 
the value for the same month of the previous year. 

=» Lease finance commitments fell to $14 million in August. This was 20% lower than in 
the previous month and 65% lower than in August 2008. 


2 August key figures 


Jul 09 Aug 09 Jul 09 to Aug 09 Aug 08 to Aug 09 


$m $m % change % change 

Original 
Housing finance for owner occupation 2 259.9 2 000.6 -11.5 24.4 
Personal finance 1031.5 1 002.7 -2.8 14.6 
Commercial finance 2 823.3 2 367.3 -16.2 -26.8 


Lease finance 17.5 14.0 -20.0 -64.9 


Source: Lending Finance, Australia, cat. no. 5671.0. 


= The value of lending commitments in August 2009 was lower than in the previous 
month for owner-occupied housing finance (down 11.5%) and personal finance (down 
2.8%). However, lending commitments in these areas were higher than in August of 
the previous year by 25% and 15% respectively. 

= In comparison with personal finance lending, commercial lending has shown greater 
volatility over the last few years. 


TOTAL VALUE OF PERSONAL AND COMMERCIAL FINANCE: Original 
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Housing finance commitments 


Contents >> Investment and finance >> Housing finance commitments 
HOUSING FINANCE COMMITMENTS 


» After falling to its lowest point for many years in July 2008 (6,282 in trend terms), the 
number of dwellings financed rose for the following 9 months, reaching 7,343 in May 
2009. In recent months, the trend figure has decreased marginally to 7,243 in August 
2009. 

=» Lower bank interest rates and government initiatives to stimulate the economy appear 
to have had a positive effect on the number of dwellings financed throughout much of 
the last financial year. The August 2009 trend figure was more than 15% higher than 
for August 2008. 

= In seasonally adjusted terms, the number of dwellings financed decreased by 4.5% in 
the month of August 2009, still almost 9% higher than in August 2008. 


3 August key figures 


Trend estimates Seasonally adjusted estimates 
Aug 09% change from Aug 09 % change from 
Jul 09 Aug 08 Jul 09 Aug 08 
Total no. dwellings financed(a) 7 243 08 151 6914 A5 86 
(no.) : : : : 
Total value dwellings financed(a)(b) 2075.3 04 316 19914 21 249 


($m) 


(a) Includes refinancing. 
(b) Excludes revolving credit. 
Source: Housing Finance, Australia, cat. no. 5609.0. 


For the total value of dwellings financed, there was a marginal increase (0.4%), in 
trend terms, in the month of August 2009. In the year to August, the total value rose 
from $1.57 billion to $2.08 billion, an increase of nearly 32%. 

In seasonally adjusted terms, the August 2009 value fell by 2.1% from the previous 
month but was almost 25% higher than in the same month of the previous year. 


HOUSING FINANCE COMMITMENTS, Number of chvellings financed 


— Seasonally Adjusted 
Trend 10000 


Aug Aug Aug Aug Aug Aug Aug Aug Aug Aug 
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Source Housing Finance, Austratia, cat. ne, 5609.0. 


The second half of the 2008-09 financial year saw a steady increase in the number of 
loans to first home-buyers, culminating in a record number in June 2009 (2,500 in 
original terms). During this period, Western Australians were continuing to take 
advantage of low interest rates, falling house prices and government first home-buyer 
grants. 

With the advent of the new financial year, the number of loans to first home-buyers 
commenced to fall, dropping to 1,848 in August 2009. This suggests a rush to finalise 
first home-buyer grant applications before 30 June, based on the widespread belief 
that the grant would be rolled back to pre-GFC levels in the new financial year. 
Despite this recent fall in the number of loans to first home-buyers, the August 2009 
figure was 46% higher than the figure for August 2008. 

From August 2008 to August 2009, the size of the average loan for first home buyers 
increased by 14.5%, from $254,000 to $290,800. 


4 Housing finance commitments for owner occupation(a), by type of buyer: original 


FIRST HOME BUYERS 
Number of dwellings financed Total value of dwelling commitments Average loan size 


Reference 


period no. $m $'000 
2007-2008 16 445 3 956.9 240.6 
2008-2009 20 782 5 861.3 282.0 
2008 
June 1 260 298.5 236.9 
July 1425 355.7 249.6 
August 1 264 321.1 254.0 
September 1 240 316.9 255.6 
October 1 307 348.1 266.4 
November 1 384 389.8 281.7 
December 1772 486.1 274.3 
2009 
January 1589 449.5 282.9 
February 1 802 540.4 299.9 
March 2126 624.9 293.9 
April 2 008 600.1 298.9 
May 2 365 695.9 294.2 
June 2 500 732.8 293.1 
July 2 347 685.2 291.9 


August 1 848 537.4 290.8 


(a) Excludes alterations and additions. Includes refinancing. 
Source: Housing Finance, Australia, cat. no. 5609.0 


=» For buyers of second and subsequent homes, the number of dwellings financed was 
very volatile in the 12 months to August 2009 in original terms. Following rises in May 
and June, the numbers fell in the new financial year, dropping to 5,067 in August. This 
figure was slightly lower than the August 2008 figure of 5,193. 


5 Housing finance commitments for owner occupation(a), by type of buyer: original 


NON-FIRST HOME BUYERS 
Number of dwellings financed Total value of dwelling commitments Average loan size 
Reference 


period no. $m $'000 
2007-2008 76 326 18 247.3 239.1 
2008-2009 61 093 15 984.7 261.6 
2008 
June 5 165 1 281.5 248.1 
July 5 684 1 423.4 250.4 
August 5 193 1 286.9 247.8 
September 4 879 1 237.0 253.5 
October 5 359 1 391.0 259.6 
November 4518 1121.3 248.2 
December 5 020 1 308.4 260.6 
2009 
January 4 345 1 098.9 252.9 
February 4701 1 219.3 259.4 
March 5 410 1 476.5 272.9 
April 4921 1 376.5 279.7 
May 5 385 1 483.1 275.4 
June 5 678 1 562.4 275.2 
July 5 562 1574.8 283.1 


August 5 067 1 463.2 288.8 


(a) Excludes alterations and additions. Includes refinancing. 


Source: Housing Finance, Australia, cat. no. 5609.0 
To view Excel spreadsheet: Housing Finance Commitments 
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Contents >> Construction 


iy CONSTRUCTION 


This section contains the following subsection : 
Building approvals 
Value of work building done 
Number of dwelling units and stage of production 
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Building approvals 


Contents >> Construction >> Building approvals 
BUILDING APPROVALS 


= In recent months, the number of residential building approvals has been very volatile in 
seasonally adjusted terms. Following a significant rise in June 2009 (17%), then a fall 
in July (-5%), the number of residential approvals rose to 1,804 (1.3%) in the month of 
August. 

» During the previous 12 month period, the lowest seasonally adjusted figure occurred in 
November 2008, when 1,280 approvals were recorded. 


1 August key figures 


Aug 09 Jul 09 Aug 08 


Trend 


Total number of dwelling units approved 1 818 1 786 1724 


Seasonally Adjusted 


Total number of dwelling units approved 


Source: Building Approvals, Australia, cat. no. 8731.0. 


1 804 1 780 1 844 


= In trend terms, the number of building approvals increased in August 2009 for the 
seventh consecutive month.The trend data shows a dramatic fall in the number of 
approvals in the year to January 2009, after which the monthly figure steadily 


increased. 
= The increase was driven by approvals for single houses, which accounted for more 


than 90% of residential building approvals in August 2009. 


TOTAL DWELLINGS APPROVED 


— Seasonally adjusted 3000 
Trend 
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Source: Building Approvals, Australia, cat. no. 8737.0. 


# Historically, private sector housing approvals have made up a large proportion of total 
building approvals. Strong growth in this area has been a key driver of recent 
increases in building approvals. In August 2009, private sector housing accounted for 
84% of all residential building approvals in seasonally adjusted terms. 


PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSES APPROVED 


— Seasonally adjusted 3000 
Trend 
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Source: Building Approvals, Australia, cat. no. 8737.0. 


The link below provides time series data (1983 to 2009) on Number of Dwellings Approved 
by Sector (All Series) for Western Australia from Building Approvals, Australia (cat. no. 
8731.0). The data can also be accessed by selecting from the list of available Excel 


spreadsheets under the Downloads tab of the publication . Table 5 is one of several tables 
containing building approvals data for Western Australia. 
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Value of work building done 


Contents >> Construction >> Value of work building done 
VALUE OF WORK BUILDING DONE 


=» The seasonally adjusted value of all building work done in the March quarter 2009 was 
estimated to be around $2.5 billion, almost 6% lower than in the previous quarter ($2.7 
billion). This brought the value of work done back down to a level closer to that seen in 
the March quarter 2008. 


2 March key figures 


Mar09 Dec qtr08to Mar qtr09 Mar qtr 08 to Mar qtr 09 
Seasonally adjusted(a) $m % change % change 


Value of work done 


New residential building 1 406.6 -6.5 -3.1 
Alterations and additions to residential 143.2 6A 81 
building 

Non-residential building 975.2 -4.3 9.1 
Total value of work done 2 525.0 -5.7 1.0 


(a) Chain volume measures, reference year 2006-07 
Source: Building Activity, Australia, cat. no. 8752.0. 


= The value of work done in the March quarter 2009 fell, in seasonally adjusted terms, 
for both new residential building (down 6.5%) and non-residential building (down 
4.3%). This followed the highest value ever recorded for non-residential building in the 
previous quarter (over $1 billion). 

= Overall, the value of building work done has climbed steadily in recent years 
notwithstanding occasional small quarterly falls, primarily in residential building. 


VALUE OF WORK DONE: Seasonally adjusted 
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fa) boludes alterations ard additions to residential 
Source: Builoiing Activity, Austratia (Cat. Na 8752.0) 


To view Excel spreadsheet: Building Activity 


Previous Page Next Page 


Number of dwelling units and stage of production 


Contents >> Construction >> Number of dwelling units and stage of production 
NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS AND STAGE OF PRODUCTION 


The total number of residential building commencements (4,454) in the March quarter 
2009 remained virtually unchanged from the previous quarter but was 10% lower than 
in the same quarter of the previous year. 

A slight decrease in the number of new houses commenced was matched by an equal 
rise in the number of other residential buildings commenced. 

The total number of dwellings under construction (18,824) at the end of March 2009 
remained relatively unchanged from the previous quarter. However, this number was 
7% lower than in the same quarter of 2008. 

The total number of dwellings completed (4,252) fell by 33% in the March quarter of 
2009 and by 6.3% over the previous 12 months. 


3 March key figures, number of dwelling units and stage of production 


Mar 09 Dec qtr 08 to Mar qtr 09 Mar qtr 08 to Mar qtr 09 


Original data(a) No. % change % change 
Total Residential Building 
Dwellings commenced 4 454.0 - -10.1 
Dwellings under construction 18 824.0 1.0 -7.3 
Dwellings completed 4 252.0 -32.8 -6.3 


- nil or rounded to zero (including null cells) 
(a) Excludes total alterations and additions, refurbishments and conversions 
Source: Building Activity, Australia, cat. no. 8752.0. 


To view Excel spreadsheet: Building Activity 
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Contents >> Mining and energy 


8 MINING AND ENERGY 


This section contains the following subsection : 
Mineral and petroluem exploration 
Mineral production 
Energy production 
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Mineral and petroluem exploration 


Contents >> Mining and energy >> Mineral and petroluem exploration 
MINERAL AND PETROLEUM EXPLORATION 


= In seasonally adjusted terms, total expenditure on minerals exploration fell by 3.6% in 
the June quarter 2009, following a much larger decrease (18%) in the previous 
quarter. 

= This was the fourth consecutive quarterly decrease, making exploration expenditure 
28% lower than in the same quarter of the previous year, and the lowest figure ($267 
million) since June 2007. 


MINERAL EXPLORATION EXPENDITURE, Total minerals 
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Source: Wheral and Petroleum Exnioration, Australia, cat. no. 8412.0 


# In original terms, expenditure on iron ore exploration rose by 35%, to almost $135 
million, in the June quarter 2009.This equates to almost half of the total minerals 
exploration expenditure in Western Australia. 

» Expenditure on gold exploration was $62.5 million, up by 10% from the previous 
quarter. 

= Total expenditure on petroleum exploration was $817 million, in original terms, in the 
June quarter 2009. This was 3.5% higher than for the previous quarter and 32.5% 
higher than for the June quarter 2008. 


1 Mineral and petroleum exploration expenditure(a), by selected mineral: original 


Silver, 


Nickel, Iron Total Total 
Copper lead, Gold : 
Sine cobalt ore minerals(b) petroleum 
$m $m $m $m $m $m $m 
2008 
June 10.3 10.5 81.0 100.3 139.3 381.2 616.9 
2009 
March 4.4 3.0 39.4 56.6 100.1 224.2 789.4 
June 3.3 2.0 43.3 62.5 134.8 274.8 817.4 


(a) Includes expenditure on Western Australia leases in the Zone of Cooperation Area B. From July 2000 value 
data do not contain Wholesale Sales Tax. 

(b) Includes minerals not listed in the table. 

Source: Mineral and Petroleum Exploration, Australia, cat. no. 8412.0. 


To view Excel spreadsheet: Mineral and Petroleum Expenditure 
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Mineral production 


Contents >> Mining and energy >> Mineral production 
MINERAL PRODUCTION 


= In original terms, production of diamonds fell by 87% in the June quarter 2009, 
following a 16% fall in the previous quarter. Diamond production in the June quarter 
2009 was down by 81% compared to the same quarter of the previous year. 

= Production of bauxite decreased marginally (-1.9%) in the June quarter 2009, following 
a small decrease (-1.6%) in the March quarter. Production levels were slightly lower 
(-0.6%) than in the same quarter of the previous year. 

= The quantity of iron ore produced in the June quarter 2009 was 24% higher than in the 
previous quarter and 12% higher than in the June quarter 2008. 


2 Mineral Production(a): original 


Selected minerals 
Diamonds Iron ore(b) Bauxite 
Reference period ‘000 carats ‘000 tonnes ‘000 tonnes 


2008 


June 3 126 85 949 10 409 
2009 

March 4579 77 503 10 544 

June 583 96 090 10 343 


(a) Latest figures are preliminary and subject to revision. 
(b) For use in iron and steel making. 


Source: ABARE, Australian Mineral Statistics; ABS data available on request, Manufacturing Production, 
Australia, cat. no. 8301.0.55.001. 


To view Excel spreadsheet: Mineral Production 
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Energy production 


Contents >> Mining and energy >> Energy production 


ENERGY PRODUCTION 


=» Energy production in the form of both electricity and crude oil fell in the June quarter 
2009 (down by 18% and 12% respectively in original terms). 

= By contrast, natural gas production increased by 6% from the previous quarter and 
was 21% higher than in the June quarter 2008. 


3 Energy production: Original 


Electricity generated Crude oil(a) Natural gas(b) 
Reference period million kWh megalitres million m3 
2008 
June 5 326 4 604 6 646 
2009 
March 6577 4645 7 612 
June 5 399 4072 8 067 


(a) Includes condensate 
(b) Commercial sales plus field and plant usage 


Source: ABARE, Australian Mineral Statistics; ABS data available on request, Manufacturing Production, 
Australia, cat. no. 8301.0.55.001. 


To view Excel spreadsheet: Energy Production 
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Tourism 


Contents >> Tourism 


ee 


TOURISM 


This section contains the following subsection : 
Short-term arrivals by air on holiday 
Short-term departures by air on holiday 


Previous Page Next Page 


Short-term arrivals by air on holiday 


Contents >> Tourism >> Short-term arrivals by air on holiday 


SHORT-TERM ARRIVALS BY AIR ON HOLIDAY 


Over 235,000 overseas visitors arrived for a holiday in Western Australia in the year 
ending June 2009. The top five countries of origin were the United Kingdom (24%); 
Singapore (18%); Malaysia (12%); Japan (6%) and New Zealand (just under 5%). 
More than 52,000 of these visitors arrived in the June quarter 2009, almost 17% more 
than in the same quarter of the previous year. In particular, there were 2.5 times more 
(6,500) visitors from Malaysia, which may be attributed to the addition of more low cost 
carrier services on the Kuala Lumpur to Perth route. 

The number of visitors from Singapore increased by nearly 3,000 (29%) while the 
number from Hong Kong more than doubled. Visitors from Indonesia were also 
significantly higher in percentage terms (36%). 

In comparison with the same quarter of 2008, the June quarter 2009 saw fewer 
overseas visitors from Japan (down 34%). According to the Japan National Tourist 
Organisation, Japanese overseas visits have decreased by 21.3% (June 2008 
compared to June 2009). Current economic conditions in Japan and concern over the 
H1N1 virus may have served as deterrents to international travel over this period. 


1 Short-term overseas visitor arrivals (a), by air on holiday - original 


2008-2009 Jun 08 Sep 08 Dec 08 Mar 09 Jun 09 


Countries no. no. no. no. no. no. 
VISITOR ARRIVALS(b) 

United Kingdom(c) 56 410 8 138 8 548 20 471 19 136 8 255 

Singapore 41 629 10 140 6 543 13 544 8 440 13 102 

Malaysia 28 349 4135 3 296 7 750 6 618 10 685 

Japan 14 503 2 806 5 230 4 009 3 422 1 842 

New Zealand 11 404 3 393 3 042 3 048 2 369 2 945 


Indonesia 8 632 1 506 2105 2778 1695 2 054 


South Africa 5 994 1 440 1 613 2 303 981 1097 
Hong Kong(d) 5 384 736 809 1 406 1 533 1 636 
United States of America 4551 1 458 669 1 461 1 423 998 
Thailand 3144 1528 598 768 735 1 043 
Europe(e) 33 253 5 317 6 901 12 459 9 331 4 562 
Total(f) 235 788 45 070 44 584 76 427 62 131 52 646 
(a) Comprises travellers whose intended stay is less than 12 months. 

(b) Overseas visitors arrivals by air on holiday from selected country of residence. 

(c) Includes Channel Islands, Isle of Man and Ireland. 

(d) Special Administrative Region of China. 

(e) Excluding United Kingdom. 

(f) Total includes countries not listed. 

Source: ABS data available on request, Overseas Arrivals and Departures, Australia, cat. no. 3401.0. 

To view Excel spreadsheet: Short-Term Overseas Visitor Arrivals 

Previous Page Next Page 


Short-term departures by air on holiday 


Contents >> Tourism >> Short-term departures by air on holiday 


SHORT-TERM DEPARTURES BY AIR ON HOLIDAY 


= Of the 472,000 Western Australians residents holidaying abroad in 2008-09, almost 


60% travelled to nearby South-East Asian countries. The top destinations were 


Indonesia (31%), Thailand (12%), Singapore and Malaysia (both over 7%). New 
Zealand was also a popular destination, taking over 6% of overseas departures. 

In the June quarter 2009, over 128,000 Western Australians departed for an overseas 
holiday, 17% more than in the same quarter of the previous year. The most common 
destination was Indonesia, which saw a 45% increase in the number of tourists from 
Western Australia compared with the June quarter of the previous year. Resident 
departures for Malaysia more than doubled over the same period, probably reflecting 


the addition of a new low cost carrier. 


» By contrast, Thailand received almost 3,000 fewer visitors from Western Australia in 
the June quarter 2009 compared with the same quarter of the previous year (-18%). 


Numbers departing for Hong Kong were also significantly down (almost -30%). 


2 Short-term resident departures(a), by air on holiday: original 


Jun 09 


2008/2009 Jun 08 Sep 08 Dec 08 Mar 09 
Countries no. no. no. no. no. no. 
RESIDENT DEPARTURES(b) 
Indonesia 145 381 29 161 40 082 33 932 29 148 42 219 
Thailand 55 098 16 317 17 842 13 956 9 945 13 355 
Singapore 35 241 7511 8 888 8 946 7 493 9 914 
Malaysia 35 010 5 010 7 443 8 327 8 500 10 740 
United Kingdom(c) 31 235 9 613 11 938 5 297 3 032 10 968 
New Zealand 30 036 5 014 8 413 8 663 7 495 5 465 
United States of America 18 754 5 473 6 182 4941 2071 5 560 


Hong Kong(d) 12 280 3 399 3 758 3 753 2 146 2 623 


Japan 6 557 1197 785 1 458 3 090 1 224 
South Africa 5 418 1137 1 209 1619 1070 1520 
Europe(e) 30 543 11 668 13 371 4923 2 061 10 188 


Total(f) 472 601 109 970 138 398 116 083 89 392 128 728 


(a) Comprises travellers whose intended stay is less than 12 months. 

(b) Resident departures by air on holiday to main destination. 

(c) Includes Channel Islands, Isle of Man and Ireland. 

(d) Special Administrative Region of China. 

(e) Excluding United Kingdom. 

(f) Total includes countries not listed. 

Source: ABS data available on request, Overseas Arrivals and Departures, Australia, cat. no. 3401.0. 


To view Excel spreadsheet: Short -Term Overseas Resident Departures 
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Spotlight on the Pilbara (Feature Article) 


FEATURE ARTICLE: SPOTLIGHT ON THE PILBARA 


Introduction 


Spotlight on the Pilbara released in September 2009, is the first in a series of community 
indicator frameworks being developed in partnership between the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics (ABS), the nine Western Australian Regional Development Commissions, and the 
Western Australian Department of Regional Development Lands. Released as a web based 
facility http://www.regionalspotlights.com.au, the Spotlight Project brings together a wealth of 
statistical information from a wide variety of sources across three broad themes: social, 
economic and environment. Information is presented at a range of geographical levels, from 
Development Commission region to Local Government Area (LGA). The statistical 
information provides a practical framework for use in regional strategic management and 
policy development. 


This article presents a selection of data available in Spotlight on the Pilbara. \t covers a 
variety of information across a diverse range of topics, highlighting points of interest. 


The Pilbara region is situated in the North West of Western Australia and covers a total area 
of 507,896 square kilometres extending from the Indian Ocean to the Northern Territory 
border. The region comprises four local government authorities - the Shires of Ashburton, 
East Pilbara, Roebourne and the Town of Port Hedland. 


Social indicators 

Social indicators cover a wide range of topics under the general themes of community, 
education and training, health, and law and order. Community indicators include 
demographic characteristics such as population size and change, personal income and 
community participation. 


Population 


In 2008 the Estimated Resident Population (ERP) of the Pilbara was 45,983. This comprised 
18,407 people in Roebourne (S), 13,375 in Port Hedland (T), 7,597 in East Pilbara (S) and 
6,604 in Ashburton (S). 


The ERP of the Pilbara has steadily increased over time, from a low of 39,461 in 2001 to 
45,983 in 2008. This increase is largely attributed to the increasing resource sector 
developments in the Pilbara. A comparison of the population of each LGA within the Pilbara 
shows that a large proportion of the region's growth has been in Roebourne (S), where the 
population has increased by 33.1% since 1996. 


FALBARA POPULATION BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA 
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Data from the Census of Population and Housing shows that the sex ratio for the Pilbara 
was 145 males per 100 females in 2006, increasing from 128 males per 100 females in 
1996. Across the Pilbara, the proportion of males between the ages of 20 and 59 was much 
higher than the state proportion (65.0% compared with 56.1% of males). This is largely due 
to the resources activity in the region attracting a larger proportion of working age persons, 
many of whom are employed in the male-dominated mining and construction industries. In 
2006, 44.2% of employed people were working in the mining or construction industries, up 
from 35.5% in 1996. Of those employed in these industries in the Pilbara in 2006, 85.7% 
were male. 


The proportion of 15—19 year olds in the Pilbara is lower than the State proportion, and 
largely reflects the number of students leaving the region for educational opportunities. 


PROPORTION OF POPULATION BY AGE GROUP, August 2006 
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Between 1996 and 2006, the number of families in the Pilbara decreased by 4.1%. In this 
period, all of the LGAs in the Pilbara, apart from Roebourne (S), had a decrease. Along with 
strong population growth, Roebourne (S) has had a steady increase in the number of family 
households since 1996. Roebourne (S) and Ashburton (S) also have the highest proportions 
of families with dependent children in Western Australia. 


NUMBER OF FAMILY HOUSEHOLDS, ALBARA 
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Personal income 


While the income levels vary across the Pilbara working population, gross individual 
incomes grew markedly from 2001 to 2006. In this period, the proportion of the workforce 
earning over $1,000 per week increased from 27.5% to 36.2%. Of all regions in Western 
Australia, the Pilbara had the highest percentage of households with a gross weekly income 
over $2,500. This is partially due to the high median income in Ashburton (S), at $2,142 per 
week in 2006. Note that totals used in calculations of proportions include people who did not 
state their income. 


Education and training 


Education and training help people to develop knowledge and skills that may be used to 


enhance their own living standards and those of the broader community. Having a skilled 
workforce is vital to supporting ongoing economic development and improvements in living 
conditions. 


Attendance at school is fundamental to a person's education. From 2003 and 2008, primary 
school attendance rates in the Pilbara remained between 85% to 88% across the year 
levels. In comparison, secondary school attendance rates generally declined in this period. 
Attendance rates for Years 11 and 12 fell to 71.7% and 75.6% respectively in 2008. Note 
that small numbers of students, particularly in Years 11 and 12 mean that percentages are 
volatile, and may explain the large increase in Year 12 attendance rates in 2007. 


YEAR 11 AND YEAR 12 SCHOOL ATTENDANCE RATES, PUBLIC SCHOOLS, ALBARA 
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From 1996 to 2006, Census data shows that the number of people holding tertiary 
qualifications in the Pilbara has risen considerably. Roebourne (S) and East Pilbara (S) have 
accounted for a large proportion of this increase. The biggest increase was in certificate 
qualifications. This trend may reflect the growing demand for skilled labour in the Pilbara. 


NON-SCHOOL QUALIFICATIONS, ALBARA 
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Health 


Good health brings social and economic benefits to individuals, their families and the wider 
community. An indicator of health is the number and reasons for hospitalisation. Between 
2003 and 2008, the number of hospital separations has increased by 23.5% (up by 2,909), 
almost double the increase in the population (up by 12.0%) in this period. 


Between 2003 and 2008, the largest increase in number of hospital separations in the 
Pilbara has been for the category supplementary classifications, where the vast majority are 
cases of renal dialysis. In this period there were increases for most categories. 


SELECTED REASONS FOR HOSATALUSATION, ALBARA 
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Alcohol consumption is the second largest cause of drug-related deaths and hospitalisations 


in Australia (after tobacco). Alcohol consumption in the Pilbara has generally increased, 
from 17 litres per person over 15 years of age in 2000-01 to 21.6 litres per person in 
2004-05. 


PER CARTA ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION, ALBARA, Lites per person over 1S years 
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Access to health services is important for regional communities. From 1996 to 2008, the 
number of mental health services available to the Pilbara community increased, with 
additional staff joining the service over time. The number of mental health staff days worked 
per month increased from 135.6 in 1996 to 370.1 in 2008. 


MENTAL HEALTH STAFF, TOTAL DAYS WORKED PER MONTH, ALBARA 
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Source Departmant of Heath 


Between 2002-03 and 2007-08, the number of dental staff (full-time equivalent) per 1,000 
people increased for East Pilbara (S) and Roebourne (S) but declined for Port Hedland (T) 
and Ashburton (S). 


NUMBER OF DENTAL STAFF (FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT) PER 1,000 PEOPLE, 
Public dental health services, Pilkera 
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Law and order 


Crime can impact on the well-being of individuals and the wider community and it can also 
be costly in economic terms. From 2001-02 to 2007—08 the number of reported crimes in 
the Pilbara increased by 12.6%. Theft and property damage accounted for the largest 
numbers of reported crimes in this period. 


From 2001-02 to 2007-08 property damage had the largest increase of all reported crimes 
(up by 464). In contrast, the number of reported thefts decreased by 141. Of all reported 
crimes, non-dwelling burglary recorded the largest decrease (-151). 


Of reported crimes against the person, domestic non-aggravated assault had the largest 
increase in numbers in the same period (up by 137). 


SELECTED CRIMES, ALBARA 
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Economic indicators 


The state of the economy is particularly important for the sustainability of regional areas. 
Similarly to social indicators, economic indicators also cover a wide range of topics. Broad 
topics that are covered in the Spotlight include business, infrastructure, housing, tourism 
and transport. 


Workforce 


From 1996 to 2006, labour force participation rates, for all people aged 15 years and over, 
decreased from 68.6% to 62.5%. In this period, the unemployment rate also decreased from 
5.4% to 3.0%. 


More than two thirds (68.1%) of all employed people in the Pilbara worked 40 or more hours 
per week in 2006. Of all employed people, 42.7% worked 49 or more hours per week. These 
figures are indicative of the high number of mining and construction workers in the region 
and the regular 10 plus hours worked each day. Note that this is a proportion of the total, 
including those who did not state their hours worked. The actual proportion who worked 40 
or more hours per week is therefore likely to be higher than this. 


HOURS WORKED, EMPLOYED PERSONS, ALBARA 
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Small business 


In 2007, almost one quarter (24.9%) of small business in the Pilbara was in the construction 
industry. A further 17.8% was in the property and business services industry and 12.3% in 
the retail trade industry. 


PROPORTION OF SMALL BUSINESS BY INDUSTRY, ALBARA—2007 
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International trade 


With the Port Hedland Port Authority and the Dampier Port Authority processing in excess of 
220 million tonnage of cargo each year, they represent two of the largest non-metropolitan 
ports in Australia. Port Hedland is already one of the world's largest ports in tonnage terms, 
with over 100 million tonnes of product worth more than $3 billion shipped each year. 


lron ore was consistently the largest export for the six year period to 2007—08 from both the 
Port Hedland and Dampier ports. In 2006-07, there were 126.1 million tonnes of freight that 
went through the Dampier port. Of this, 103.9 million tonnes or 82.7% were iron ore 
exports. 


Communications 


The Internet has become an important communication tool as well as providing access to a 
range of information and services. As a result, having Internet access has benefits for those 
who either live or work in rural or remote areas. In 2006, the Pilbara had a higher proportion 
of dwellings connected to the Internet than the state as a whole (70.7% compared with 
63.2%). This was also the case in the use of a broadband connection (75.9% compared with 
64.0%). 


Roads 


Road closures impact on the accessibility of many areas. The majority of road closures in 
the Pilbara occur during the wet months, January through to May each year when cyclones 
and heavy rain are likely to cause flash flooding and damage. Surprisingly, 2005 and 2008 
were exceedingly dry years, with only 18 and 46 days (respectively) where roads across the 
Pilbara were closed. In 2008, all except one road closure were recorded in East Pilbara (S). 


ROAD CLOSURES, ALBARA, Total cays closed per year, all clsure types 
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Waterways 


The Pilbara, and in particular Roebourne (S), has shown continued growth in the number of 
registered boats between 1991 and 2008, indicative of the lifestyle benefits of the coastal 
regions. The number of registered boats has increased from 1,362 in 1990 to 3,920 in 2008. 
The increase may be attributed to the higher disposable income in the region. Although the 
population has increased in the same period, the number of boats per capita has also 
increased significantly with an average of 30 boats in 1991 increasing to 85 boats per 1,000 
people in 2008. Recreational boat ownership is very popular in Port Hedland (T) due to the 
excellent fishing and conducive climate, with 78 boats per 1,000 people. 


Housing 


Housing demand is largely influenced by the state of the economy, population size and 
population growth. Additionally, people working in a region on a fly-in-fly-out basis require 
accommodation and will therefore impact on housing demand. 


In 2006, 49.5% of dwellings in the Pilbara were rented and 30.9% were occupied by the 
owner (including dwellings fully owned and being purchased). Note that a further 1.0% were 
classified as having another tenure type and 18.6% did not state their tenure type. 


In 2006 the largest providers of rental accommodation fell into the 'other landlord’ category 
(53.1% of all rentals). This comprises employers (government and non-government) and 
residential parks (caravan parks and marinas). Other large providers of rental 
accommodation were the State housing authority and real estate agents (17.8% and 16.3% 
of all rentals respectively). State housing authority accommodation was mostly found in the 
larger population centres of Port Hedland (T) and Roebourne (S). 


RENTAL PROPERTIES BY LANDLORD TYPE, ALBARA-2006 
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Building approvals 


There were a total of 2,059 new residential building approvals between 2000-01 and 
2007-08 in the Pilbara. Of all new residential approvals in the Pilbara, 85.3% were for new 
houses. Roebourne (S) accounted for more than half of all new residential building 
approvals across the Pilbara during this period. 


The total value of all residential building approvals between 2000—01 and 2007-08 across 
the Pilbara increased significantly, especially in the two years to 2007-08. Roebourne 

(S) consistently had the highest dollar value for new houses since 2000-01. East Pilbara (S) 
showed a decrease in 2007-08, reflecting the fall in the number of approvals. 

The average cost of new residential building approvals in the Pilbara region increased 
significantly from $134,929 in 2000-01 to $415,549 in 2006-07. The average cost increased 
for all LGAs in the region, with Port Hedland (T) having the largest increase (up by $324,413 
or 296.8%). 
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Environmental indicators 


Environmental indicators include environmental impacts such as waste management and 
energy use. 


In 2006 over 31,000 tonnes of waste was collected in the Pilbara. Port Hedland (T) 
contributed 42.0% of this, while in comparison East Pilbara (S) contributed 10.2%. East 
Pilbara (S) was the only Shire in the Pilbara to recycle waste, with 332 tonnes recycled in 
2006. This was 10.5% of their total waste, but only 1.1% of the Pilbara's total waste. 


From 2003 to 2008, average electricity use of total residential users in the Pilbara decreased 
from 17,929.3 to 13,818.0 kilowatt hours, with decreases in Roebourne (S) and Port 
Hedland (T). In comparison, electricity consumption in East Pilbara (S) and Ashburton (S) 
was relatively consistent throughout the period. 


AVERAGE ELECTRICITY USE OF TOTAL RESIDENTIAL USERS, RLBARA 
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East Pilbara is home to Marble Bar, 200 kilometres South-East of Port Hedland, reputed to 
be the hottest town in the world. It once recorded over 160 consecutive days over 100 
degrees Fahrenheit (37.8 degrees Celsius). 


For further information 


Spotlight on the Pilbara brings together a wealth of information about the Pilbara region. The 
full range of information can be accessed through the Spotlight on the Pilbara website 
http://www.regionalspotlights.com.au. The release of these community indicators in a web- 
based format allows for their ongoing update and modification over time, as issues evolve 


and change in the regions. 

This pilot project is regarded as a critical first step in creating a community indicator 
framework for the entire state. All Spotlights will contain a core suite of shared indicators, 
together with region-specific indicators added to reflect the critical issues identified for each 
region. Work on the core suite of shared indicators and on Spotlights for the Peel and Mid 
West regions is underway and should be completed in 6 months time, after which additional 
Spotlights will be developed progressively. 
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Abbreviations 


ABBREVIATIONS 
The following symbols and abbreviations are used in this publication: 


ABARE Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics 


ABS Australian Bureau of Statistics 

ANZSIC Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification 
ASCO Australian Standard Classification of Occupations 

Aust. Australia 

ERP estimated resident population 

n.e.s. not elsewhere specified 

n.f.d. not further defined 

SITC Standard International Trade Classification 

WA Western Australia 
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